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ARTICLE 30 ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/SOLAR 
ENERGY SYSTEMS 
VOTED: COUNTED 2/3 MAJORITY (QUORUM PRESENT) 


YES — 208, NO — 16 


That the Zoning Bylaw be and hereby is amended as follows: 


Amend SECTION 2 by creating category “Definitions Associated with Solar Energy 
Systems”: 


Photovoltaic System (also referred to as Photovoltaic Installation): A solar energy system that 
converts solar energy directly into electricity. 


Roof-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic System: A solar photovoltaic system that is structurally 
mounted to the roof of a building or structure. 


Solar Energy System: A device or structural design feature, a substantial purpose of which is 


to provide for the collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy for space heating or 


cooling, electricity generation, or water heating. 


Solar Ready Building: A building able to carry the installation of a solar energy system on a 


designated section of the structure following its construction. 


Solar Ready Zone: Fifty percent or more of a roof area that is either flat or oriented between 110 
and 270 degrees of true north, exclusive of mandatory access or setbacks required by the 


Massachusetts Fire Code. 


Solar Thermal System: A solar energy system that uses collectors to convert the sun’s rays into 


useful forms of energy for water heating, space heating, or space cooling. 


Amend SECTION 6: 


6.4 Solar Energy Systems 


6.4.1. Requirement for Solar Energy Systems 


A project requiring Environmental Design Review per Section 3.4.2 of this Bylaw shall include a 


solar energy system that is equivalent to at least fifty percent of the roof area of the building or 


buildings that are the subject of the review. Where a site includes a parking structure, the 
structure shall also have a solar energy system that covers at least ninety percent of its top level. 
The Arlington Redevelopment Board may adopt rules and regulations to specify the information 
required to be in an application for Environmental Design Review to implement Section 6.4 of this 
Bylaw. 


6.4.2. Exemptions 
A solar energy system on the roof of a building or other structure is not required: 


A. Where there is no solar ready zone; or the solar ready zone is shaded for more than fifty percent 
of daylight hours annually; 


B. For an existing building or building conversion with insufficient structural load capacity; 
C. Fora building in a Historic District when the relevant Historic District Commission has denied 


a certificate of appropriateness, non-applicability, or hardship to allow a solar energy system 
on the building under the standards and procedures set forth in the Town Bylaws Title VII, 
Historic Districts; 

D. When an application for an Environmental Design Review is for 


(1) A change of use alone; 
(2) An alteration to the facade that does not affect the architectural integrity of the 


structure per Section 3.4.2 of this Bylaw; 
(3) Outdoor uses per Section 3.4.2(H) of this Bylaw; 


(4) Temporary, seasonal signage per Section 3.4.2(1) of this Bylaw; or 
(5) Sign approval per Section 6.2 of this Bylaw. 


E. When inconsistent with reasonable regulation of religious, non-profit educational, and 
childcare facilities used primarily for such purposes as set forth in G.L. c. 40A, 83, as 


implemented by section 3.5 of this Bylaw and the regulations adopted thereunder. 


The requirements of this Section may be reduced or waived when the applicant proposes, and the 
Arlington Redevelopment Board determines there is a better alternative that meets the goals of this 
Section 6.4. 


6.4.3. Location and Safety 
A. Emergency Access. Solar energy systems shall be mounted to ensure emergency access to the 


roof, provide pathways to specific areas of the roof, provide for smoke ventilation systems, 
and provide emergency egress from the roof, as required by the Massachusetts Fire Code. 


B. Safety. A roof-mounted solar energy system shall be located so that it does not result in 
shedding of ice or snow from the roof onto a porch, balcony, stairwell, or pedestrian travel 
area. 

C. Solar Energy Systems shall not be counted in determining the height and gross floor area of 


buildings. 


6.4.4. Neighboring Properties 
The placement of a solar energy system on a building, as required by Section 6.4.1 of this Bylaw, 


cannot preclude a neighboring property owner from constructing, renovating, or expanding a 
building to the full extent allowed by zoning, even if the neighboring property owner's building 
would partially or fully shade the installed solar energy system, subject to any requirements that 
are set forth in a Special Permit per Section 3.3 of this Bylaw and through Environmental Design 


Review per Section 3.4 of this Bylaw. Nor can the placement of a solar energy system on a 


building, as required by Section 6.4.1 of this Bylaw, require that a neighboring property owner 


prune an existing shade tree or abstain from planting a shade tree so as to prevent future shading 
of the installed solar energy system 


A true copy of the vote under 
Article 30 of the Warrant for the 
Annual Town Meeting of the 
Town of Arlington at the session 
held May 25, 2022. 


